
THE BEATITUDES 

Matthews 5:1-12 
The Beatitudes have been typically understood as:  

(1) Jesus’ Pronouncement of the rewards for the virtuous, committed Disciple  

(2) Signaling reversals for the unfortunate who are defined as the ones who suffer for the cause 

 (3) Ethical requirements for participating in the Kingdom of God 

The word Blessed means to be fortunate or how happy because of circumstances or conditions. The                

benefits of living out what is associated with it are first internally then externally. Each of these                 

“Blessed” statements present traits of those who honors and pleases God. They are grounded              

in Old Testament images and speak to the Kingdom of God as it is revealing itself in a new way.                    

Jesus teaches us that to be one of his disciples, embodying and expressing these traits is a must.  

5:3 

Poor in spirit warns us immediately that the thought here is not (as it is in Luke 6:20) of material 

poverty but rather those who: 

a.  Humbly trust God, even though their loyalty results in oppression and material 

disadvantage.  Psalms 138:6  

b. Dependent on God, not on material poverty as such. Exodus 14:14; Isaiah 41:13  

c. Empty themselves of anything that distracts from a life of obedience. Gal 5:19-21 

d. Control one’s thoughts, submitting to the authority of the Holy Spirit  Phil 4:8 

e. Lives in the daily realization that all gifts and blessings come from God. 

 

Note:  To be Poor in Spirit is to live opposite of pride which is the driving force of many 

unhealthy and destructive traits and tendencies.  Proverbs 16:5, 18; Romans 12:16; James 4:6 

 

Read Psalms 40:17; Isaiah 41:17.  

  Note that ‘the poor’ denotes the faithful and persecuted people of God, whom he will 

ultimately vindicate. This humble, ‘unworldly’ attitude, which puts its trust only in God (is the 

mark of the disciple; the kingdom of heaven belongs to (perhaps better ‘consists of’) such men. 

They are God’s people.1  

1 France, R. T. (1985). Matthew: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 1, pp. 114–115). Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc61mtus?ref=Bible.Mt5.3&off=3&ctx=+not+be+in+vain.%0a3.+~Poor+in+spirit+warns


 


